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25th CoNGREss,
2d Session.

[Rep. No. 210.]

Ho.

oF REPS.

WILLIS STEPHENS.
[To aceompany bill H. R. No. 246.]

' DECEMBER

Mr.

CAMPBELL,

28, 1857.

fr·om the Committee on Indian Affairs, made the following

REPORT:
The Committee on Indian JJ.ff'airs, to which ·was referred the petition of
Willis Stephe'Tis, report:
That the petititmer represents that he intermarried with a woman of
Cherokee blood, in whose right he received a reservation foe life of six
hundred and fo1·ty acres of land in the Huntsville district, Alabama, cansisting of parts of sections l 0 and 15, of township No. 7, range No. 2, east
of the basis of the meridian line at Huutsville, Alabama, with remainder
to his children, upon condition of becoming a citizen of the United States,
and continuing on it during the life of his wife; that said reservation ·was
made under the treaties of 1817 and 1819 with the Chet·okee Indians. He
pr·ays that the United States will release their revet·sionary interest, to
enable him the better to provide for his family.
Upon inquiry at the Geneeal Land Office, the committee have ascer·tained
that no register of heads of families entitled to reservations, accot·ding to the
provisions of the tt·eaties r~ferred to, has been retur·ned to that office; but,
by a letter of Colonel Hugh Montgomery, then Cherokee agent, bearing
date the 2d day of January, 1830, that the name of Willis Stephens was
enter·ell on the register at his agency, among the names of persons so entitled, and that his reservation was subsequently laid off from the sections
and in the range and township mentioned in his petition, on the HHh day
of December, 1829, by Samuel B. Mead, sm·veyor. As it has, for some
years past, been the policy of the Gover·nmcnt to incorpor·ate such Indians
and Indian countrymen as are qualified and desiJ·e it into our political
family, and as that policy is evidently indicated by the provisions of the
• treaties already referred to, and forasmuch as a r·evcrsion in fee simple to
the children of Stephens is secm·ed, your committee think the prayer of the
petitioner is reasonable, and ought to be granted, so far as to re1inquish the
title of the United States to his reservaUon; and for that purpose report
a bill.
Thomas Allen, print.

